FOUR MARKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 28" September 2022, commencing at 7.00pm
At Four Marks Village Hall, Lymington Bottom, Four Marks

MEMBERS PRESENT: Clir Janet Foster (Chairman)
Clirs John Davis, Sally Duncan, Frank Maloney, Reg Pullen, Mike
Sanders, Anne Tomlinson, and Bryan Timms
IN ATTENDANCE: Sarah Goudie, Executive Officer (EO)
Jo Tsigarides, Assistant to Executive Officer (AEO)
District Councillor Diana Tennyson
No members of the public
APOLOGIES: Clir John Hammond

22.135 CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS
The Chairman opened the meeting with a one minute’s silence to reflect the life and service of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.

22.136 APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ABSENCES
Apologies from Clir Hammond on medical grounds were unanimously accepted.

22.137 OPEN SESSION - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The Chairman then asked if there were any items to be raised under the Open Session.

Clir Timms enquired about a recent social media issue which involved an individual posting comments about
the Council’s decision to go ahead with the 10k event. It was asked whether the Council need to have further
involvement, but the EO assured the Council that this specific matter had been finalised and that individuals
who persistently post unacceptable comments are monitored.

There being no further items to raise, the Open Session concluded at 7.04 pm.
Standing Orders were applied.

22.138 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Clir Pullen declared an interest in Agenda Item 16.

22.139 COUNCILLOR CO-OPTION
There have been no further applications for the final Councillor vacancy, but the EO noted that a resident had
made enquiries. This item was deferred.

22.140 FULL COUNCIL MEETING — WEDNESDAY 20t JULY 2022

There had been two notified amendments; Clir Maloney abstained from the vote on the Minutes of the previous
meeting as he had not been a member, and Clir Hammond advised that he had agreed to be a reserve member
of the Open Spaces Committee for a period of up to six months, and not as recorded. With the amendments
made, and noted, on the proposal of Clir Pullen, which was seconded by Clir Maloney, and with all other
Councillors in agreement it was
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RESOLVED

To approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday
20" July 2022 as a true reflection of the meeting and were duly signed
by the Chairman.

22.141 EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING — WEDNESDAY 7™ SEPTEMBER 2022
On the proposal of ClIr Davis, which was seconded by Clir Pullen, and with all other Councillors in agreement
it was
RESOLVED
To approve the Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 7" September 2022 as a true reflection of the meeting and
were duly signed by the Chairman.

22.142 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman noted that the EO and the Council had coped well with the difficulties and obstacles presented
by the Operation London Bridge protocol. All Councillors that offered support during this period were thanked.

The Chairman and EO met with representatives from HCC to discuss improvements to alleviate the flooding at
Five Lanes End which has been an ongoing issue for several years. Solutions to try and reduce the impact of
the water in this area were discussed and in conjunction with any improvements, the HCC representatives are
going to liaise with residents in Alton Lane regarding their responsibilities with reference to ditch clearance.

Although a final cost of the works is yet to be determined due to the increased price of materials, it is thought
that the amount will be so significant that a public consultation will be necessary. The Council will await further
details and communication from HCC about how this project is moving forward. Clir Sanders enquired as to
whether the funding for the above project would come from Hampshire Highways allocated funding for Four
Marks and it was confirmed that it will.

Clir Foster noted that there is an access issue with the ditch in Hawthorn Lane which requires maintenance
which HCC are going to try and resolve.

22.143 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT
District Councillor Tennyson'’s report from August is attached as Appendix 1. The September report from District
Councillor Thomas was received at the meeting and is attached as Appendix 2.

CliIr Foster informed the Council that following a period of frustration from residents, that EHDC are resuming
curb side glass collections from the 3™ October 2022.

The EO referred to the lack of communication and support from EHDC regarding Operation London Bridge,
specifically the Proclamation process. When attempts were made to consult EHDC for guidance and
reassurance, there was a lack of assistance and dismissive tone in communication. It was asked that the
Council agrees to a formal complaint to be sent to EHDC to express their disappointment. It is hoped that future
events which require a joined-up approach from District and Parish Councils can be dealt with better.

District Clir Tennyson arrived at the meeting at 7.20pm. She acknowledged the distinct lack of communication
from EHDC regarding the above and acknowledged that mistakes were made. It was also noted that the Pond
Life Children’s art competition had an extended deadline due to the mourning period.

The EO raised that the time frames issued by the planning department had changed with no notice. Instead of
the accepted twenty-eight-day window to comment on applications, consultees are now only given three weeks.
Initially, this was thought to be an error which was also the opinion of the planning department member of staff
the EO raised it with but now as all applications have come through with this deadline, it appears that it is
standard practice.
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Clir Pullen suggested the EO prepares a letter to EHDC copying in all District Councillors and any other
appropriate individuals requesting a response and clarification on the procedural issues around Operation
London Bridge and a separate communication regarding the planning process. When asked, the EO confirmed
that she is now in receipt of an up-to-date list of all EHDC Councillors and their various portfolios.

Clir Foster enquired as to whether all District Councillors stand down for re election in April and it was confirmed
that they will. It was not yet known if any would be re-standing.

22.144 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

22.144.1 MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28" July 2022 were noted, with no additional
comments from the Chairman.

22.144.2 TERMS OF REFERENCE

On the proposal of Clir Duncan, which was seconded by Clir Tomlinson , with all in agreement,
it was
RESOLVED
To adopt the Finance & General Purposes amended Terms of Reference
as presented.

22.144.3 STAFFING COMMITTEE
Following recommendation by HALC, the Finance & General Purposes Committee would like to propose that
a Staffing Committee be formed as standard good practice to formally manage any staffing matters.

The EO advised that ideally three members should be appointed to this Committee and clarified that although
Standing Orders dictate that in order to be quorate, three members needed to be in attendance, it was not
considered necessary to appoint a fourth member or reserve as it is expected that this Committee will only
meet annually or as necessary. Although it is not best practice for the Chairman or Vice Chairman to be
members of this Committee, they will be as per the Committee’s Terms of Reference, ex officio members and
can attend and vote if required.

Clirs Duncan, Davis, and Pullen all agreed to be on this Committee and the EO will arrange a time for them to
meet and agree their Terms of Reference.

22.144.4 STAFF APPRAISAL SCHEME
Following a discussion, the Council were advised that this policy would be reviewed on an annual basis
following the same procedure applicable to all Council policies.

On the proposal of Clir Pullen, which was seconded by Clir Sanders, with all in agreement, it

was

RESOLVED

To adopt the Staff Appraisal Scheme as circulated.
22.144.5 COMMUNICATION & SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY

The EO noted that there were some errors on this policy which had been highlighted following their circulation
with the Full Council paperwork, these had now been amended. Grammar throughout has been standardised
and some spelling errors corrected. .

Clir Foster emphasised the importance of the Social Media Policy and recommended that all Councillors should
read it. The EO referred to a comment in the open session on this topic and acknowledged that it was vital that
as a public body, criticism of the Council should be expressed but when it is vexatious, further action may be
necessary.

On the proposal of Clir Foster, which was seconded by Clir Sanders, with all in agreement, it
was
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RESOLVED
To adopt the amended Communication & Social Media policy, as
amended.

22.144.6 COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENT
The EO has produced a more detailed risk assessment which now refers to the new community building in
brief. This will be expanded upon as the project progresses.

Clir Maloney asked whether there is a lone working policy and was advised that the presented risk assessment
works in conjunction with all Council policies.

On the proposal of Clir Maloney, which was seconded by Clir Tomlinson, with all in agreement,

it was
RESOLVED
To adopt the updated Council Risk Assessment as circulated.
22.144.7 TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT POLICY

The EO noted that a training schedule is currently being prepared for Councillors which will compliment this
policy.

On the proposal of ClIr Foster, which was seconded by Clir Maloney, with all in agreement, it

was
RESOLVED
To adopt the updated Training & Development Policy.
22.144 PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

Clir Foster, in the absence of the Committee Chairman, had nothing further add to the Minutes as circulated
from the meeting held on Wednesday 7" September 2022. It was confirmed that the EO sent a one-page letter
to the planning policy team regarding the supplementary planning document.

22.145 OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING
ClIr Foster, in the absence of the Committee Chairman, had nothing further to add to the Minutes as circulated
from the meeting held on Wednesday 7™ September 2022.

22.145 COMMUNITY BUILDING PROJECT COMMITTEE MEETING

22.146.1 PROJECT UPDATE

Clir Pullen, Chairman of the Community Building Project Committee, advised the Council that currently the
team are waiting for the return of various surveys and that there is a site meeting scheduled with architects and
landscapers for October 2022 but there is no firm date for this yet.

22.146.2 BREEAM ACCREDITATION INVOICE APPROVAL

The architects for the new community building project have advised that the Council should apply for this
accreditation. Following a discussion about the benefits of acquiring this accreditation which is based on all
aspects of the building’s lifetime and focusses on energy, sustainability, and ecology, it was noted that
alongside being an excellent accreditation to have, it would assist with and open potential grant streams.

The EO confirmed that this financial request would cover the first stage of the application and that the
Community Building Committee would seek approval for the further stages as the project develops.
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On the proposal of ClIr Timms, which was seconded by ClIr Sanders, with all in agreement, it
was

RESOLVED
To approve the BREEAM assessment, RIBA Stage 1-3 for the amount of
£3,520.00 for the submission of the planning application.

22.147 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
22.1471 REPORT AND MATTERS ARISING
A copy of the Executive Officer’'s report is attached as Appendix 3.

The EO thanked all of those involved in the Four Marks 10k event which went ahead on the 17" September
2022 following some deliberation from the Council.

The EO provided an update on the status of Lymington Bottom Green and advised that a group TPO had been
applied for the whole area that the Parish Council leases. The EO has been advised that as the land was
originally purchased for a Highways project, that despite the project not being completed, it is unlikely to achieve
Village Green status. The strategy of applying to protect the trees and the inclusion of the area in the
Neighbourhood plan will hopefully give the area some protection from future development. If the TPO is not
awarded, then the EO will continue with the formal application for Village Green status, although advised that
this would be a lengthy and time consuming process, as it will involve gathering witness statements of use.

The Council were informed that the gateway signage on the west side of the village is going to be installed
week commencing 3™ October 2022. The EO also noted that there are spaces on the HALC training course on
Council Finance on the 11" October 2022 if any Councillors wish to attend and also that investigations are
being made into applying for the Local Council Awards Scheme.

The EO advised the Council of a suggestion at the recent SLCC meeting that warm spaces could be provided
for residents over the winter and suggested that the Pavilion might be of some use. ClIr Maloney suggested
that this initiative could work in conjunction with some of the events and groups already running at the Church
of the Good Shepherd, and agreed to make some enquiries.

22.147.2 ANOB
The update was noted, and Councillors agreed that they would be happy to support this initiative if Four Marks
is included in the future.

22.147.3 HALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND AGM
The EO informed the Council that there is a proposed change of Articles at the HALC Conference and AGM
and the Council agreed that the Chairman vote in favour of the amended document.

22.147.4 OPERATION LONDON BRIDGE

The EO explained the order of the Proclamation reading throughout the country and confirmed that all
procedures were adhered to and followed. A condolence letter has been prepared for the Chairman to sign
and this will be sent to Buckingham Palace.

The Chief Executive of NALC had sent a message expressing gratitude to all of those involved in the delivery
of the procedures during the mourning period and the EO noted that there was excellent communication from
HALC.

There was a grey area regarding the mourning period and notice periods for Council meetings due to a Kings

Council review, but the Council all agreed that it was appropriate and respectful not to issue notice of a meeting
during the mourning period.
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22.148 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTING REPORTS

22.148.1 To receive and approve the July 2022 payments and bank reconciliations
On the proposal of Clir Pullen seconded by Clir Davis, and all agreed, it was

RESOLVED
To approve the July 2022 payments and reconciliations as detailed
below.

List of Payments made between 01/07/2022 and 31/07/2022

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref _ Transaction Detail
01/07/2022  SSE Southern Electric DD 241.08 May Electric BP
06/07/2022  Talk Talk Business DD 38.94 Monthy phone-b/band
07/07/2022 HALC BACS 12.38 Training - EO
07/07/2022  Loos for Dos BACS 219.00 Toilet hire 10k
07/07/2022  Geocad Ltd BACS 1,980.00 Topography Survey - CB
07/07/2022  Vita Play Limited BACS 618.60 Replacement matting Rec.
07/07/2022  Bonny Blue Florist BACS 30.00 Chairman Flower gift (QPJ)
07/07/2022  Nat. Assoc. of Local Councils BACS 38.93 On line Course (JH)
07/07/2022  David Archer Associates BACS 1,500.00 Arboriculture survey CB
07/07/2022  Four Marks Village Hall BACS 14.00 June Hall Hire
11/07/2022  Lloyds Bank Credit Card DD 32.15 Credit Card payment
20/07/2022  British Gas DD 27.93 Pavilion gas - June
21/07/2022  Semrah Landscape Management BACS 2,052.00 Grass cutting
21/07/2022  John Watson Services BACS 150.00 Consultancy advice CB
21/07/2022  Eddie Hodkin BACS 306.00 Oak Green maint.
21/07/2022  Vision ICT BACS 43.20 Email hosting
21/07/2022  Trophiesplusmedals BACS 186.93 Trophies for 10k
21/07/2022  Trophiesplusmedals BACS 50.33 Additional trophies 10k
21/07/2022  Paul Vince BACS 120.00 Garden maintenance
21/07/2022  C P Kinch Ltd BACS 1,680.00 Cemetery works
24/07/2022  Biffa Waste Services DD 25.20 Replacement bin
28/07/2022  SSE Southern Electric BACS 89.34 Oak Green Electric
28/07/2022  SSE Southern Electric BACS 67.97 Bowls Club electric
28/07/2022  Hampshire Woodlands Ltd BACS 1,860.00 Tree/hedge maintenance
28/07/2022 HALC BACS 12.00 Training - ClIr Foster
28/07/2022 HALC BACS 115.20 Training- Clirs Pullen/Maloney
28/07/2022  GHH Pest Control BACS 50.00 Wasp nest removal
28/07/2022  GHH Pest Control BACS 20.00 2nd wasp nest removal
28/07/2022  Four Marks Village Hall BACS 3,000.00 Minute 11.124.3 Village Hall Grant
28/07/2022  Victim Support BACS 50.00 Victim Support Grant
28/07/2022  Staff costs BACS 4,451.24 July
29/07/2022  SSE Southern Electric DD 216.66 June Electric BP

Total Payments 19,299.08
6
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Four Marks Parish Council Current Year

Bank - Cash and Investment Reconciliation as at 29 July 2022

Confirmed Bank & Investment Balances

Bank Statement Balances

2000772022 Unity Trust Bank 40.653.56
310772022 CCLA Deposit Fund 182,188.50
31/01/2022 Benian Trust Mational Savings 38.580.81
27/068/2022 Lloyds Bank Credit Card 0.00
271 402,67
All Cash & Bank Accounts
1 Unity Trust Bank 40,653 508
3 CCLA Deposit Fund 192,188.50
4 Benians Trust Fund - NS&I 38,560.61
8 Lioyds Bank Credit Card 0.00
Other Cash & Bank Balances 0.00
Total Cash & Bank Balances 271, 402.67
22.148.2 To receive and approve the August 2022 payments and bank reconciliations
On the proposal of Clir Duncan, seconded by Clir Tomlinson, and all agreed, it was
RESOLVED
To approve the August 2022 payments and reconciliations as detailed
below:
List of Payments made between 01/08/2022 and 31/08/2022
Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref Transaction Detail
04/08/2022  Vita Play Limited BACS 802.46 Play area equip. repairs
04/08/2022  Vita Play Limited BACS 714.00 Play area equip. maint.
04/08/2022  PKF Littlejohn LLP BACS 480.00 End of Year Ext. Audit
04/08/2022 UBU Design Lid BACS 1.800.00 Landscape Info, CBP
04/08/2022 Reg Pullen BACS 29.70 Training - mileage costs
04/08/2022 Reg Pullen BACS 17.85 SLR Expenses, mileage & goods
04/08/2022 Howard Carpenter BACS 353.56 Allotment expenses
04/08/2022  Acorn Office Supplies BACS 74.86 Stationery items
04/08/2022  Surrey Hills Solicitors BACS 51840 Legal fees - Scout lease
04/08/2022  MIW Water Cooler Experts BACS 75758 Water fountain rental
04/08/2022  The Parkinson Partnership LLP BACS 2,100.00 VAT advice on new building
05/08/2022 Talk Talk Business DD 3504 Telephone/ B/band
09/08/2022 LUoyds Bank Credit Card DD 3.00 Credit card payment
10/08/2022 SLCC BACS 36.00 VAT - Training Course
11/08/2022 Hampshire Woodlands Ltd BACS 960.00 Hedge/tree works
11/08/2022 Hampshire Flag Co BACS 15479 Council feather banners
11/08/2022  Four Marks Village Hall BACS 86.00 Village Hall Hire
11/08/2022 WKL Building Supplies BACS 312 General matenals
11/08/2022  British Gas DD 27.74 Monthly Gas a'c - BP
30/08/2022 SSE Southern Electric BACS 22370 Monthly pavilion electric
31/08/2022 Eddie Hodkin BACS 306.00 Oak Green maint.
31/08/2022 CH Waste Services BACS 240.00 Waste clearance
31/08/2022 Re-Format LLP BACS 570000 Planning design. stage 2
31/08/2022  Westcotec Limited BACS 21060 Replacement batteries
31/08/2022 Hampshire Woodlands Ltd BACS 1.140.00 Laurel/hedge maint.
31/08/2022  Vision ICT BACS 150.00 SSL Certificates
31/08/2022  Staff Costs BACS 4,429.00 August
Total Payments 21,357.30
7
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Bank - Cash and Investment Reconciliation as at 31 August 2022

Bank Statement Balances

1 31/08/2022
31/03/2022
31/01/2022
26/07/2022

o W

All Cash & Bank Accounts

22.148.3

On the proposal of Clir Timms, seconded by ClIr Tomlinson, and all agreed, it was

1

3
4
6

Account Description

Balance

Unity Trust Bank

CCLA Deposit Fund

Benian Trust National Savings
Lloyds Bank Credit Card

Unity Trust Bank

CCLA Deposit Fund

Benians Trust Fund - NS&l
Lloyds Bank Credit Card
Other Cash & Bank Balances
Total Cash & Bank Balances

28,108.51
192,363.73
38,560.61
0.00

To receive and authorise the September 2022 payments

RESOLVED
To authorise the September 2022, as presented, and detailed below

List of Payments made between 01/09/2022 and 30/09/2022

259,032.85

28,108.51
192,363.73
38,560.61
0.00

0.00
259,032.85

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref Transaction Detail
05/09/2022  Talk Talk Business DD 38.94 Monthly phone/b/band
08/09/2022  Timms Turkeys BACS 89.25 Jubilee exp.-gas bottle
08/09/2022  Ashleigh Signs Ltd BACS 570.00 Final payment - Pond sign
08/09/2022 RBL Poppy Appeal BACS 17.00 Remembrance Wreath
08/09/2022 CPC UK Ltd BACS 13.08 Office supplies
08/09/2022 CPC UK Ltd BACS 13.06 Office supplies
09/09/2022  Lloyds Bank Credit Card DD 3.00 Credit card payment
12/09/2022 ICO Date Protection DD 35.00 Renewal Fee
19/09/2022  Biffa Waste Services DD 125.58 Waste removal, Pavilion
20/09/2022  British Gas DD 30.90 Monthly gas account
22/09/2022 McComb Partnership Ltd BACS 1,888.80 Feasibility Study - CB
29/09/2022  SSE Southern Electric DD 243.50 Monthly pavilion electric
29/09/2022  Eddie Hodkin BACS 342.00 Oak Green Maint.
29/09/2022 Semrah Landscape Management BACS 5,826.00 Open Space Maint.
29/09/2022  Bonny Blue Florist BACS 25.00 Chairman Memorial Flowers
29/09/2022  South Coast Medics BACS 300.00 Medical Cover FM 10k
29/09/2022  Industrial Heaters (Sthn) Ltd BACS 393.60 Annual boiler service (BP)
29/09/2022  Martin Dobson Associates BACS 2,340.00 Tree safety inspection
29/09/2022 BHIB Ltd BACS 1,965.29 Annual Insurance Premium
30/09/2022  Unity Trust Bank BANK 37.65 Qtr bank charges
30/09/2022  Unity Trust Bank BANK 210 Cheque charges
30/09/2022  Staff Costs BACS 4,531.39 September
30/09/2022  Toolstation BACS 42.99 Measuring Wheel

Total Payments 18,874.13
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22.148.4 To note the conclusion of audit for the year ended 315t March 2022
The successful conclusion of audit was noted and the EO was congratulated on the Audit result. The EO
advised that the interim audit was scheduled for early October.

22.148.5 Notification of future external audit provision and opt out option for agreement
Following a short discussion, on the proposal of Clir Tomlinson, which was seconded by CliIr Pullen, with all in
agreement, it was

RESOLVED

Not to ‘Opt Out’ and that the SAAA should continue appointing the

external auditor for the next 5 year period.

22.148.6 To ratify the approval for the grant application to Victim Support

On the proposal of ClIr Pullen, which was seconded by ClIr Sanders, with all in agreement, it was
RESOLVED
To award a grant to Victim Support for the agreed amount of £50

22.148.7 To note and approve the Insurance renewal invite

On the proposal of Clir Maloney, which was seconded by Clir Timms, with all in agreement, it was
RESOLVED
To approve the Insurance Policy renewal and payment of premium of
£1,965.29

22.148.8 To note the pension actuary valuation notification.

The Clerk is due to attend an information session regarding Pensions and will provide the Council with further
information in due course.

22.149 TO SEEK FULL COUNCIL APPROVAL TO PURCHASE UNBUDGETED ITEMS FROM GENERAL
RESERVES

22.149.1 Speed Indicator Devices (SID)

Previously, it had been agreed to provide the Speedwatch team with an upgraded Speed Indicator Device to
specifically combat speeding on Telegraph Lane. The EO will try and pursue a grant from HCC which she has
been advised is likely to be successful but if this is not accepted for any reason, the Council agreed that they
are willing to use money from general reserves for this item as it is so vital to the community.

22.149.2 Replacement Defibrillator cabinet — Benians Pavilion

The AEO confirmed that District Councillor Tennyson has been approached for a District Councillor Community
Grant to pay for a new defibrillator cabinet at the Benians Pavilion. However, it was suggested that the Benians
Committee should also be approached for assistance in this regard. It was agreed that if for any reason grant
funding is not forthcoming, then the Council would be agreeable to funding the new cabinet.

22.149.3 Replacement battery for Speedwatch Equipment

At the September Open Spaces Committee meeting, Clir Pullen enquired as to what would be the best route
to raise the funds for a new battery required by the Speedwatch group. The EO considered the options available
and recommended that, as the group does not have a bank account that would be a requirement for a grant
application, the Council pay the £119.82 to cover the cost of this vital equipment. All Councillors agreed.

22.150 CIVILITY AND RESPECT PLEDGE

The EO gave a background overview of this item and informed the Council that the SLCC are striving to improve
civility and respect in the workplace. Clir Foster had recently attended training on this topic and recommended
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it. The EO will prepare a paired down version of the Dignity at Work policy which goes hand in hand with this
pledge for discussion at the next Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting.
On the proposal of Clir Maloney, which was seconded by Clir Pullen, its was

RESOLVED
To accept sign up to the Civility and Respect pledge.

22.150 TO NOTE EXTERNAL COMMITTTEE AND AREA REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

22.1501 Allotments. Clir Davis
Clir Davis reported that the Allotment Association were due to have a social event but cancelled this due to the
period of national mourning.

22.150.2 Benians Committee Clir Davis
CliIr Davis reported that live music had been planned for evening of the 18" September 2022 which was the
day before the State funeral. A decision was made to cancel this music out of respect.

There was a Benians Committee meeting scheduled for the 29" September 2022 but this had been postponed
until the following month. Enquires will be made at the meeting regarding the status of the proposal to extend
the building.

22.150.3 Oak Green. Clir Foster
Clir Foster asked that the AEO organises more maintenance work on the flower beds and reminds the
contractors that the flower beds leading up to the bottle bank is Parish Council owned.

Despite not having any ownership rights over the land by the bottle bank, it has been noted that there has been
an issue with fly tipping in this area and Clir Foster has been working hard to get this resolved by contacting
EHDC.

22.150.4 Village Hall. Clir Pullen

CliIr Pullen advised that he is not able to attend the next Village Hall Committee meeting and Clir Foster agreed
to go instead on Friday 30" September at 4.30pm. It was also noted that the remedial works to the ramp had
taken place benefitting all users and especially the preschool children.

22.151 NEXT MEETING:
The next Full Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 19" October 2022 at the Village Hall, at 7.00pm.

22.152 The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm.
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APPENDIX 1
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT

Please see information forwarded below for District Councillor’s report:-

Refuse collection and bottle banks: Kerbside glass collections were disrupted in July but residents
were able to make use of the new 10,700 litre bottle banks located at various sites in Easthants.
Please note that these bins are fitted with sensors which will alert Norse Southeast when the bins
are full and need to be collected.

A large bottle bank can be found in Four Marks, off the Winchester Road, adjacent to Oak Green
Parade. There is parking and turning space close by, but please place only clean containers in the
bottle bank. Most importantly please do not dump bags of bottles by the side of the container!
Another glass recycling site can be found at Ravern Square, Wooteys Way, and at Turk Street,
Draymans Way, in Alton. The location of other glass recycling sites can be found on the EHDC
website.

Garden Refuse: | also enquired about the delay for the collection of brown garden refuse bins. The
problem resulted from Norse SE’s contract with Havant. EHDC will have a separate contract with
Norse SE now that Havant and EHDC have parted company. Hopefully EHDC will then have more
leverage and be able to resolve any problems directly with Norse SE. Appointments can still be made
on the EHDC website for the disposal of garden refuse and other rubbish at the recycling site in Alton.

Drought, heatwaves and rainfall: It is important to distinguish between weather forecasting by the
Met Office and climate change. July 2021 was the world’s hottest month on record according to
global data from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and US government
scientists. Humans continuing to burn fossil fuels have heated up the planet to temperatures not
seen on Earth for 125,000 years. This is ‘pushing the world towards a dangerous climate breakdown
that can only be averted by deep and rapid cuts to greenhouse gas emissions’ according to Rick
Spinrad at NOAA. Temperatures in the UK have never reached 40 degrees in July 2022 since records
began, and it was also the driest month since 1911

Hosepipe Ban: At the time of writing the source of the River Thames has dried up and a ‘temporary
use’ (hosepipe) ban has been set in place. InJuly we saw only 8 per cent of average rainfall, and the
long term forecast for August and September is again for warm, dry weather with very little rainfall.
Residents are asked to reduce their use of water to ensure there is a sufficient supply for everyone.
If further information is required, please Email:- community@southeastwater.co.uk

Save Water Save Money: Help with water-saving items for our households can be accessed from
GetWaterFit, Email: info@savewatersavemoney.com . Tel: 0345 371 0828. You can order anything
from shower timers, to plant moisture water sticks, plant water saving gel, regulated shower heads
and cistern bags to a Penguin bath buoy for small children. The most useful item for me was the
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universal sink plug which covered the plug while handwashing. Please note that everything is free of
charge!

Community Farm: EHDC are planning a community farm, but the location has yet to be decided.
Since COP26 the ‘natural environment subgroup’ at EHDC also considered ‘land’, including farmland,
grazing and agricultural land. | have spoken to several farmers about how they are copying during
the drought and recent heatwave. Some saw this coming and are coping better than others, but
buffer feeding is now normal for livestock. Everyone | have spoken to recently holds the view that
the Government needs to think very carefully about how to feed the nation. Agriculture bears most
of the impact and 40 per cent of the world relies on it as their main source of income.

Longbourn Way: A planning application for 112 new homes came to the Planning Committee at
EHDC on 27 July and was unanimously refused. Deputations were submitted by Medstead Parish
Council, and by a Medstead resident.

All members of the Planning Committee supported the Planning Officer's comments relating to
development on land to the west of Longbourn Way with access proposed off Lymington Bottom
Road, close to Mansfield Park Surgery. Access appeared to be one of the main reasons for refusal,
and the convoluted and confusing layout that failed to provide adequate movement for traffic
through the estate also failed to impress.

The development proposed was also felt to be dense and urban-looking, with little open or
recreational space. It would also be necessary for residents from the 112 houses to travel by car to
local shops, schools and to Alton. Although residents are encouraged to walk or use bicycles, this is
not generally encouraged on the A31 to and from Alton, as far too dangerous. Access to the A31
(Winchester Road) via Lymington Bottom Road, beneath the narrow Victorian railway bridge, was
also a factor. | am also aware that this area floods frequently during moderate to torrential
downpours, and have sent pictures of flooding to planners at EHDC.

Policy CP19, development in the countryside, was also raised and there appeared to be no doubt
that this was countryside and should therefore be protected for its own sake. The land in question
is also outside the Settlement Policy Boundary (SPB) and therefore contrary to the Local Plan and
Joint Core Strategy (JCS), and fails to respect the rural character of the area. It is also contrary to
Policy 1 of the Medstead and Four Marks Neighbourhood Plan. Additionally part of the site lies within
the River Itchen catchment area which is also vulnerable to pollution from nitrate and phosphate
enrichment. As well as being ‘countryside’ this land is also farmland, and important that we retain
it for growing crops or for livestock.

Three District Councillors represent Four Marks, Medstead and Chawton and readers are welcome
to contact us. Our Email addresses are as follows:- Jonathan.May@easthants.gov.uk,
Ingrid.Thomas@easthants,gov.uk and diana.tennyson@easthants.gov.uk .
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APPENDIX 2
District councillors report September 2022
Ingrid Thomas

| was lucky enough to be invited at very short notice to hear the proclaimation of King Charles 111, this was
an event of very mixed feelings both of sadness for the passing of one era and the hopefulness of starting a
new . The rules, regulations and protocols of the proclamation and events were endless.

I and | am sure others wish our new King every success . Yesterday | was invited to Treloars College for the
opening of their new forest school learning space and the new staff accommodations block. The Countess of
Wessex attended and | was so impressed by the way in which she spoke to every child and showed infinite
kindness and interest in each one. I'm sure the day will live long in the memories of those affected.

Meanwhile back on the ground we are once again in the process of Reg 18 for our local plan, we seem to be
back a couple of years but with all the changes that have occurred it is probably a good thing to do.
Although with many more changes apparently in the pipeline will we be able to finish the plan this time ?

You will be asked to give your views on the new draft plan which is due in November, please make sure you
look at it and make your opinions known through the consultation mechanism. That is the only way to be
heard. | am very happy to help answer any questions when the time comes but currently have not seen the
draft or been asked about it.

We can expect our previous and maybe more developers to come forward with options but let’s hope they
have the curtesy to wait until the options are chosen by residents before they submit plans. The coming
forward of site applications too early was how we got into the problems we currently contend with, traffic,
environmental issues and drainage for example are not always as good as they could have been had a
comprehensive scheme been given time to develop.

As ever bins are in the news, | have been told that glass collection is about to resume, indeed some glass
boxes were emptied near me this week, but not all!

The move to new offices in Petersfield is happening fairly soon now and should make for a more efficient
and eco friendly way of working. Hopefully more officers will be present in the building so better able to
answer questions.

As ever if you have any questions to ask me or Jonathan or Diana please do not hesitate to ask.....we may be
able to help!

Yours

Ingrid Thomas

13
Chairman



APPENDIX 3

EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT SARAH GOUDIE

On the evening of Thursday 8" September 2022, the news everyone had been dreading was officially
announced at 6.30pm, that our beloved Queen had passed away. Now that the funeral has taken place, it is
time to move on with King Charles Ill ‘at the helm’. Having personally met the now King Charles on several
occasions | feel the country is in good hands. However, many of us have only ever known a Queen, so these
will be very different times.

As Clerk to the Council, I, along with the Chairman ensured that the protocol was followed to the letter, with
a condolence book available, area for floral tributes allocated and the proclamation read at the appropriate
time. The flowers have now been collected up and will be composted and planted with a tree to
commemorate the life of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il in due course and have prepared a short summary
on ‘Operation London Bridge’ under Agenda Item 14.4 for further discussion.

The Council also had a difficult decision to make, whether to go ahead with the already rescheduled Four
Marks 10k. After deliberation with the athletics body, and other event organisers, the Chairman and other
members of the Open Spaces Committee decided the run should go ahead. This event supports our local
businesses, and they support the event, all local businesses have suffered over the last couple of years and to
cancel would have been very hard on them. It was agreed that all proceeds would go to one of the late
Queen’s chosen charities. The decision was the right one as everyone who attended was very grateful, and
the event started with a minute’s silence to reflect on the life and service of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth .

As always thanks to everyone who attended and helped, these events cannot take place without volunteers.
The feedback has been all positive, and everyone is looking forward to next year. Unfortunately, at the last
minute, the children’s races had to be cancelled, which | know was a huge disappointment, but all being well,
they will be back next year. Thank you also to Jo who has taken over the baton with this event, and did an
amazing job in very difficult circumstances, and Philip Scrase and the crew from the Alton Runners, without
whom the event just wouldn’t happen.

With reference to traffic calming and highways issues, various meetings have taken place with
representatives. With reference to the ongoing speeding issues, our HCC contact is going to put together a
proposal with several suggestions, but it was agreed that a new Speed Indicator Device (SID) should be
purchased, and although the Council is hoping that there is an HCC Grant scheme available if not, the Council
are being asked to consider purchasing one using Council general reserves. It has also been suggested that a
new defibrillator cabinet for the pavilion could also be purchased in this way, and the Council are being asked
for approval in this regard. See Agenda Item 16.1.

By the time you read this report the A32 will be reopened, but it will close again next April to continue with
the ongoing drainage improvement works. There is an HCC liaison meeting taking place next month where
the ongoing Four Marks projects will be discussed and this includes the proposals for Five Lanes End, which
the Chairman, | am sure, will report on within her own report.

Training
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Almost forgotten after recent events, on 7" September | attended an online Finance summit, which was
probably one of the most productive and informative events | have been involved in. Starting with a good
session on VAT, where some interesting points not previously raised were noted. There is a book in the SLCC
bookshop, which as the Council is moving forward with VAT registration, | think would be very beneficial to
purchase.

The next session, Budgeting, was presented by a representative from Rialtas (our software provider), where
various hints and tips were given on streamlining budget setting, and notes on common mistakes. One of
which is lumping budget into broad categories, such as Administration, rather than splitting out costs, such
as IT, stationery, and postage. All of which have been taken on board for the budget discussions next month.
Moving on from Budgeting was Precept Planning, with some excellent advice, the most notable of which was
‘a standstill budget is a budget cut’, with a recommendation of at least a 2% increase. Although note that this
Council are in a slightly different position, having raised the Precept considerable last year. However, this is
going to be one of the hardest financial years to budget for. The fourth session was on medium term financial
planning, and | will be raising this at the F&GP meeting next month and have already asked the Open Spaces
Committee to give consideration to a 5 year plan.

The afternoon sessions included a presentation on CIL, and how an Internal Auditor approaches the audit,
aptly titled ‘it is not just about finance’. The day concluded with a session with a representative from DLUHC,
the newly named Government department for PWLB applications, where | learned more about the ‘7 stage’
process each application goes through and put a face to the name of the person who | have been dealing
with, and who kindly gave me his new email address, which may prove useful moving forward.

Whilst still on training, as neither Jo nor | are comfortable with Excel, which was previously picked up on a
previous appraisal, | have booked us both on a course in December. Hopefully this will give us both a better
understanding of using Excel for spreadsheets.

The SLCC Annual Conference takes place early November, and | will be perusing the Agenda to see if any of
the sessions are worth attending virtually rather than the additional costs of attending in person.

Village Green application

Further communication has been received following the action taken as directed at the last meeting, where
HCC are strongly of the opinion that once an area has been purchased for a specific purpose, it cannot be
changed. To that end, the Council has been advised to seek a Tree Protection Order for the trees on the
green, which should, if approved, be a further way to protect the area from development or highways
improvements. The application is still on the list, however, and if the Council wish to pursue the application,
witness statements of use will need to be compiled.

VAT

All the application paperwork for VAT registration and Option to Tax has now been submitted and | now await
the registration details. Our existing financial software will need to be updated to allow VAT to be reclaimed
under the changed system. Further discussions will be taking place in due course on upgrading the software
completely.

Gateway signage
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Everyone will have now noticed the gateway signs the East end of the village however, there have been initial
concerns that one of the gateways is obstructing the view of farm vehicles and this is being investigated. The
gateways on the Western end have not yet been installed due to a contractor issue, but they appear to have

been widely well received.
To date there have been no further applications for the Councillor vacancy, but the Agenda item remains, in
case of any late applications.

Sarah Goudie, Executive Officer
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