Public Consultation Autumn 2025[image: ]

On the 13th and 14th December 2025, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held two Public ‘Drop In’ Consultation events, one at each Village Hall, introducing the residents to  survey to understand their thoughts on where any new housing should be built in both villages. The QR link to the online version of the survey can be found on the Display Boards document that also contains information to assist you in reaching your decisions.
The reasons for the events were to  gather villagers’ thought and bring them ‘up to speed’ on the progress of the revision of the Medstead and Four Marks Neighbourhood Development Plan  (NDP) since our previous Public Consultation in January 2025.
Since January, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) has suffered the loss of its Government funding and its technical support from Locality, the Neighbourhood Planning advisors, which has been shut down as a cost saving exercise by the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government.
The ‘Good News’ is that as Locality had been commissioned to carry out the work, they were able to complete two pieces of work for the NDP:
· Housing Needs Assessment and 
· Site Opportunities Assessment
Housing Needs Assessment 
The Housing Needs Assessment report (HNA) is a very detailed review of the two Parishes , using nationally available data from the Office of National Statistics, drilling down to the 2021 and 2021 to extract information on 
· Population 
· Number
· Age
· Housing
·  Type
·  Tenancy
·  Number of bedrooms
·  Housing Prices
· Purchase/ Mortgage
· Joint owner ship
· Affordable Rent
· Social Rent
·  Income
· Affordability
Site Opportunities Assessment
The Site Opportunities Assessment report (SOA) is again a very detailed review of the sites available in the area, drawn from those that have been put forward to the East Hampshire District Council as part of its Land Availability Assessment exercise for 2024 and sites that have ben offered to the NPSG , a total of 71 one locations. Using some thirty seven criteria when examining national databases to create a ‘traffic light indication of the assessment of each. Details of the criteria used by the consultants can be found in the SOA Criteria document
Forty three sites were determined to be viable, each one having its own pros and cons. The NPSG is in process of completing its due diligence to enable to present residents with a scientific review of each site.
Part of this due diligence is to gather your opinions at this stage to enable them to be represented in the exercise.
The Drop in Sessions
Around the walls of the room at the ‘Drop In’ sessions were display boards with information on the progress of the NDP, the HNA and the SOA with maps of the area showing the distances from schools, shops and surgeries which can be found in the Display Boards December 2025 document
The NPSG has divided up the land offered into separate areas with a nominal housing number generated by considering that one dwelling will need an area of some 500 m2 of land. 
The areas in ‘South Medstead’ are identified as 
· A1, A2, A3 and A4  
· B1, B2, B3,  B4 and B5
Four Marks
· C1, C2, C3 C4 and C5
and Medstead Village as
· M1, M2, M3 and M4
The NPSG has prepared data sheets for each area including details  of the Red and Amber Criteria, a thumbnail analysis of each area, with an indication of the walking distances to key infrastructure .
The Survey
The NPSG ask if you would complete the Survey using either the QR Code on the last  Drop In Information Board, or the link  https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/2H1W7K/.
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